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The Swallow and The Prince

music & libretto by David Edgar Walther
based on The Happy Prince and poems by Oscar Wilde

Cast: 4-6 singers:-

1. high soprano or high tenor: The Swallow;

2. soprano or tenor: Patient* & Fisherman (Fisher woman)

3. mezzo-soprano or baritone: Nurse* & Dramatist;

4. mezzo-soprano or bass-baritone: The Prince or Queen: a statue;
*In Scene 1, the singers may be lovers, siblings, parent & child....

Genders and fachs may be modified and amended in the text.

Recording, Scenes, Interludes, & Piano-vocal page numbers:

1. Scenel: Fal Equinox (The Swallow & The Prince or Queen) 1
2. InterludeI: Air 16.
Scenell: Gemini (Nurse & Patient, lovers, siblings...) & Interlude I1: Fire (not recorded) 18.

3. Scenelll: Halloween& Interludelll: Earth 41.
4. ScenelV: Leo (The Dramatist) 55.
5. SceneV: Yule(Swallow & Prince or Queen) 66.
6. Interlude 1V: Water 82.
Scene VI: Pisces (The Fisherman (Fisher woman)) 85.

7. SceneVIl: Candlemas (Swallow & Prince or Queen) 99.

Scene |: Fall Equinox

Swallow: I'm so weary and so cold, so cold! How will | ever find the strength to follow my friendsto the
pyramids tomorrow? Perhaps | could rest here tonight! Thisis so pleasant, like a golden bedroom!

Prince: Poor Swallow! How you must have suffered! Try to rest, and deep!

Swallow: Did someone speak? | thought | heard avoice! I'm so weary; and it's so comfortable here!
A drop of water! And not acloud in the sky! The stars are shining! Why it's not rain; but tears!
Why are you crying?



Prince: When | was aive, and had a human heart, | did not know what tears were. When | was dive....
For | lived in the palace of Sans Souci, where signs of sorrow are not allowed to enter. In the
daytime | played with my companionsin the garden; and in the evening | led the dance in the
great hal. 'Round the garden ran avery high wall, but | never cared to ask what lay beyond it:
everything around me was so beautiful! So I lived, and so | died! And now they have set me
here so high that | can see all the ugliness and misery of my city. And 'though my heart is made
of lead | can not choose but weep! Do you not see the dying young man and his poor lover?
Doesit not make your heart bleed? Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow, will you not bring the
ruby out of my sword hilt? My feet are fastened to this pedestal so | can not move.

Swallow: | would indeed, except | am waited for in Egypt! My friends are flying up and down the Nile!
They are talking to the lotus flowers. Soon they will dumber in the tomb of the great queen,
who deepsin her painted coffin, and iswrapped in yellow linen, and embamed in spices.

Prince: Swallow! Swallow! Little Swallow! Will you not stay with me one night and be my messenger?

The man is so thirsty and his lover so sadl!

Swallow: Wéll, it isvery cold! But | will be your messenger.

Prince: Swallow, now take the ruby! (The Swallow flies off with the ruby.)

Interludel: Air

Scenell: Gemini

Patient:  (From Panthea:) Now let uswalk from fire unto fire, From passionate pain to deadlier
ddlight,-- I am too young to live without desire, Too young are you to waste this summer night
For, swest, to fedl is better than to know, And wisdom isa childless heritage.

Nurse: Whitelilies, in whose cups the gold bees dream, Thefallen snow of petalsin the breeze, --are not
these not Enough for you, do you desire more? Alas, the Gods give nothing else from their eternal
store. Victim and wine and vow are al in vain, Thetomb is sedled; the soldiers watch; the dead rise
not again.

Swallow: (The Swallow enters and gives them the ruby)

Nurse: Sweet, the swallow twittering on the eaves, At daybreak, when the mower whets his scythe, Sing on!
Sing on! let the dull world grow young, Let elemental things take form again, Sing on! Sing on! let
the dull world grow young, Let elemental things take form again,

Patient: We are resolved into the supreme air,

Nurse: Sing on! Sing on! Sing on! Sing on!



Patient: We are made one with what we touch and see, With our heart’sblood each crimson sunisfair,

Nurse: With our young lives each spring-impassioned tree Flamesinto green,

Patient: ... the wildest beasts that range The moor our kinfolk are, al lifeisone, and al is change.

Nurse ... dl lifeisone, and dl ischange.

Both: We shall be notesin that great Symphony

Nur se: Whose cadence circles through the rhythmic spheres,

Patient: And al the live World' s throbbing heart shall be One with our heart,

Nurse ... the stedlthy creeping years Have lost their terrors now, we shall not die, we shall not die,

Both: The Universeitself shall be our Immortality. And through all aeons mix and mingle with the Kosmic
Soul! (The Swallow flies away.)

Interludell: Fire

Scenelll: Halloween

Swallow: Itissocurious, but | feel quite warm. Although it isso cold.

Prince:.  That isbecause you have done agood deed.

Swallow: Tomorrow my friends will fly up and down the waterfalls, where, on a granite throne, there sits
the Great King Memnon. All night long he watches the stars, and when the morning star shines, he
laughs, and utters one joyful cry, and thenis silent. At noon the yellow lions come to the water's
edge. Their roar islouder than the waterfalls. | must go to Egypt.

Prince: Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow. Do you not see the young woman in the garret? Sheisleaning
over adesk, covered with papers, and in atumbler by her side there is a bunch of withered flowers.
Her hair is brown and crisp, and her lips are as red as a pomegranate. She has large and dreamy
eyes. Sheistrying to finish aplay, but sheistoo cold to write any more. Thereisno firein the grate,
and hunger has made her faint. Alas! | have no more rubies. My eyesaredl | haveleft. They are
made of rare sapphires. Pluck out one of them and take it to her. She will sdll it to the jeweler, and
buy food and firewood, to keep her fed, and warm. (The Swallow flies off with the first sapphire.)

Interludelll: Earth



ScenelV: Leo

Dramatist: (From The True Knowledge:) Thou knowest al; | seek in vain What lands to till or sow with
seed -- Theland is black with brier and weed, Nor caresfor falling tears or rain. Thou knowest al; |
st and wait With blinded eyesthat fail, And the first opening of the gate.

Swallow: (The Swallow enters and gives the first Sapphire to The Dramatist)

Dramatist: (From Panthea:) Sweet the swallow twittering on the eaves At daybreak, when the mower
whets his scythe, Sing on! sing on! | would be drunk with life, Drunk with the trampled vintage of
my youth, Drunk with the trampled vintage of my youth, Sing on! sing on! | would forget the
wearying wasted strife, The riven vell, the Gorgon eyes of Truth, The prayerlessvigil and the cry for
prayer, The barren gifts, the lifted arms, the dull insensate air! Sing on! sing on! | would be drunk
with life! (The Swallow flies away.)

SceneV: Yule

Swallow: O Prince, I'm so cold. Thewinter iscoming, and the frosts will soon be here. Dear Prince, |
must... | must leave. | will missyou. | will not forget you. | will not. It iswinter, and the chill will
soon be here. In Egypt the sun iswarm on the palm-trees, and the crocodileslie in the mud.

My companions are building anest in the Temple of Baalbec, pink and white doves are watching
and cooing. Cooing, Ah, cooing. The Sphinx, in the desert, is as old as the world, and knows
everything. The Warrior Ants, in Egypt, glide theriver on large flat leaves. They are at war with the
butterflies. In Egypt. In Egypt the great green python sleepsin apam-tree, and has twenty and has
twenty and has twenty prieststo feed her with honey-cakes, in Egypt. Dear Prince, | must... |
must go. But next spring | will bring two beautiful jewels to replace those you have lost. The ruby
shall be redder than the reddest rose, and the sapphire as blue as the Nile.

Prince: Little Swallow, do as| command! In the square below, there stands a fisherman. His fishes have
fallen, and they are spoiled. If he gets no money he will die. Pluck out my other eye, and giveit to
him, so that he might buy food, to keep him from starving, to keep him dive. Little Swallow,

Little Swallow, do as| command! (The Swallow fliesoff with the other sapphire.)

Interlude | V: Water



Vi.

Scene VI: Pisces

Fisherman: (from Vita Nuovo:) | stand by the invintageable sea Till the wet waves drench face and hair
with spray; Thelong red fires of the dying day Burn in the west; the wind pipes drearily; And to the
land the clamorous gulls do flee: Alas! my lifeisfull of pain, And who can garner fruit or golden
grain From these waste fields which travel ceaselessly! My nets gape wide with many a break and
flaw, Vainly | throw them as my final cast Into the sea, and wait for the end. When lo! a sudden
glory! and | see From the black waters of my tortured past The argent splendour of white limbs
ascend.

Swallow: (The Swallow enters and gives the second Sapphire to The Fisherman.)

Fisherman: (From Panthea:) Sweet the swallow twittering on the eaves At daybreak, when the mower
whets his scythe Then sing to me thou tuneful chorister, (From Impression:) The sky islaced with
fitful red, The circling mists and shadows flee, The dawn isrising from the sea, Like awhite lady
from her bed. And jagged brazen arrows fall Amidst the feathers of night, And along wave of
yellow light Breaks silently on tower and hall, And spreading wide across the cold, Wakes into
flight some fluttering bird, And all the chestnut tops are stirred And all the branches streaked with
gold. (The Swallow flies away.)

SceneVIIl: Candlemas

Swallow: | saw therich at their feasting in their beautiful houses, while the poor were dying in the
doorways. | saw the deathlike faces of starving children looking listlesdy at the blank streets.

Prince: | am covered with fine gold; Swallow, Swallow, take it off, leaf by leaf, and give it to my poor!

Swallow: | can not; | am too tired.

Prince: The snow hasfallen, and the frosts have come. The streets are like silver, long icicles hang like
daggers. Poor Swallow, little Swallow, when you have rested you must join your friendsin Egypt.

Swallow: 1 go to the House of Sleep, thereto rest forevermore.



Piano Vocal Score
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Scenell: Gemini

(The Patient is tended to by The Nurse)
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