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Aesop’s Fables

music and libretto

by David Edgar Walther After Aesop

The Cast:

Highest: Raven, Grasshopper;
Medium High: Mouse, Ant;
Medium Low: Fox, Human I;

Lowest: Lion, Human II.

The Instruments:

Piano or medium size orchestra: 2 flutes; oboe & English horn in F;
clarinet & bass clarinet in Bb bassoon & contrabassoon; 2 French horns in F;

2 trumpets in Bb, trombone; tuba, percussion, timpani, harp & strings.

The Fables:

1. The Fox and The Raven Page 1.
(Fox & Raven, with piano or ob., solo via., & solo vc.)

2. The Lion and The Mouse Page 7.
(Lion & Mouse, piano or medium size orchestra)

3. The Ant and The Grasshopper Page 28.
(Ant, Grasshopper & 2 Humans, with piano

orfl., bn., 2 tpt., trb., tb., gng., & hrp.)
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The Libretto:

1. The Fox and The Raven

(duration: 5 minutes)

Look at that treat the Raven has found! I wonder if I can steal it away. Sweet
Bird! Pretty Bird!! Will you sing for me? Little Bird! Special Bird! I've heard
tell; I've heard tell You have the most beautiful voice. Sing for me! Sing your
beautiful song.

(singing: written for Carol Millard:) Ah\... (The Raven drops the treat.)
What a pretty song! What a pretty voice! Pretty song! Pretty voice! Silly Bird!

(The Fox takes the treat and runs away.)

2. The Lion and The Mouse

(duration: 13 minutes and 45 seconds)

Little mouse I'm going to eat you! Now [ am going to eat you! And why not?
Oh please don't! Please don't! Have mercy o me! Please have mercy!

You really make me laugh! Ha! Ha!

One day, One day I may return the favor. Some day, you will see, I will save
your life.

You are so funny. So funny. How could you save my life?

I don't know how. I don't know how, but stranger things have happened!
How could you save my life? Ha! Ha!

Save me from that huge paw! Save me! from that huge jaw! Please have mercy

on me!

iii.



iv.

Lion:
Mouse:

Lion:

Mouse:

Lion:
Mouse:

Lion:

Now I'm going to eat you. I will eat you.Little mouse I really want to eat you.
Oh, please don't! One day I will save you. Please spare my life!

I will spare your life. I will spare your life. One day, you may return the favor.
Y ou may return the favor. What's that feeling? I am caught! Trapped in a net. I'm
entangled in a deadly mesh.I will be tortured and surely killed. Help! me little
mouse! Help! Help! Save me, save me, little mouse! Save me! Save me! Please
save me!

I will save you. I will chew through the ropes. I will chew through the ropes. I
will chew until you are free.

I am free. Thank you, oh, thank you. You've saved my life!

Y ou spared my life and I saved yours. We helped each other! Thank you!

Now let us be friends. Who knows when we may be able to help each other

again?

3. The Ant and The Grasshopper

(duration: 9 & one half minutes)

Scene I (3 minutes and 15 seconds)

Grasshopper:

Ant:

Play-ing! I'm Playing now!

Work-ing here!

Scene Il (1 minute)

Human II:

Human I:

Human II:

Human I:

Human II:

We have to spray this year!
What? Why?

For the ants!

ANTS? What? ANTS?

Haven't you noticed? The ants! We should _spray!



Human I: Oh No!

Human II: What's the matter?

Human [: We might kill the grasshoppers!

Human II: So what?

Human I: They are good!

Human II: For who?

Human I: For the grasshappers! They also eat other bugs!

Human II: That's not good for the other bugs! But it's good for us! We don't have to spray
this year!

Human I: Yes!

Human II: Not this year!

Human I: Yes! Yes!

Scene 11l (1 and a half minutes)

Grasshoppper: I'm so hungry! Help me! Please help me! Help me!
Ant: Serves you right! I will feed you!

Grasshoppper: Thank you!

Ant: You're welcome!

Scene IV (I minute)

Human II: We have to spray this year!
Human [: What? Why?

Human II: For the ants!

Human I: ANTS? What? ANTS? Oh No!

Human II: Haven't you noticed? The ants! We should spray!



vi.

Human I: Oh No!

Human II: What's the matter?

Human I: We still have ants!

Human II: That's true!

Human I That's not good!

Human II: That's true!

Human I: What will we do! This year we will have to spray! (They spray!)
Human II: This year we will have to spray!

Human I: Yes! Yes! Yes!

Scene V (2 and 3 quarters minutes)

Grasshopper: I have danced on the breeze; I have laughed with the sun; I have felt the wind
playing on my body.

Ant: I built pyramids in the dust; I built bridges towards the stars; I built monuments,

that glorify my labors. What have you to show, for your life?



The Fox and The
Raven, was
premiered by high
soprano, Cecilia
Allwein with tenor,
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with Boston Metro

Aesop's Fables:
(duration: 28 minutes & 15 seconds)

1. The Fox and The Raven

(duration: 5

minutes)

1. The Fox's first Aria:

The Fox and The
Raven: Music &
Text by David
Edgar Walther,
after Aesop, on
3/31/2002; The
Raven's Song,

was written on
5/28/23 for Carol

Opera in 2010. , Millard. alternate
(two & three quarters minutes) version for
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2. The Raven's Lovely Song (/ minute)

written on 5/28/23 for Carol Millard

Raven:
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3. The Fox's Second Aria: (30 seconds)
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